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SUNDAY WORSHIP 
TIMES 

1st Service 8:00 a.m. 
9:00 Coffee Hour 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School 
9:25 a.m. Adult Bible Class  
2nd Service 10:30 a.m. 
 

STARTING MAY 25th 
Sunday worship 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.  
Monday Worship 
7:00 p.m.  
* Please remember that instead 
of having worship on the Mon-
day evenings of Memorial Day 
and Labor Day, worship will be 
on the Tuesday after those holi-
days at 7:00 pm  

 
Jesus Is: The Good Shepherd 

John 10:11 
“I am the good shepherd. 

The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 
 
 “Man Dies Trying to Save Trapped Bunny” pops up as you scroll 
through your news app. You tap on the video. You see what reminds you of 
the furry little Cadbury Creme Egg mascot. A heroic rescue follows. 
 
 You’re baffled. You’re impressed! You think…What inspired that guy 
to give his own life for a bunny? Come to think of it, I sometimes forget even 
to feed my own pet! 
 
 Try another headline: Man Dies to Save World. That headline actu-
ally does pop up when you read the Bible. At first it may sound like it’s from 
a too-predictable superhero movie. It seems too good to be true. But it is 
true! Jesus is that man. He died an agonizing, humiliating death on a Ro-
man torture-pole to save the world. He wasn’t saving it from global warming 
or hunger or war, but saving it from damnation. And despite what some 
speculate, Jesus didn’t come to post the 10 commandments at every town 
hall and enforce them. No, the world already stood condemned by the law 
because of its sin. Instead, Jesus came to rescue the world. By the way, 
“world” means everyone in it. That included you too! 
 
 Look at the extraordinary heroism in Jesus, this world’s Rescuer! 
Really, it was more than heroism. He, being true God, displayed God’s love 
and God’s plan to give forgiveness and eternal life to all. Jesus’ life, death, 
and bodily resurrection show us the very heart of God. This is a headline 
worth your time. It is worth hearing and reading more about. Scroll on. 
 
 Here’s a way to picture Jesus your God and Savior: Jesus is “The 
Good Shepherd”. He describes himself, “I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” (John 10:11). We’ve strayed and 
“bleated up” life because we’re sinful. We are lost sheep needing rescue. 
Not just by a hired hand. Not just a no-name hero, forgotten tomorrow. Not 
just by any shepherd, but by The Good Shepherd. Jesus is the good shep-
herd who, being both God and man, laid down his life for you. He really did 
save the whole world. Your sins are forgiven. Praise His unending love! 
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Chesaning, Michigan 
SUMMARY OF COORDINATING COUNCIL MINUTES 

TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2014 

WOMEN SERVING CHRIST MEETING MINUTES  
 TUESDAY,  APRIL 15, 2014 

 Devotion - “Amazing  Love” - “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the right-
eousness of God” - 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

 Secretary and Treasurers reports were read and approved. 

 Jean Deveraux sent a card for signature to our home mission, LWMS Spring Rally is April 27, 2014 at Grace Du-
rand. 

 LWMS Annual Convention is June 26-29 in Dallas Texas 

 Discussion took place about what we want to put on the walls now that the confirmation pictures are down. 

 Easter breakfast this year is being done by Jeannie Gregory's group, and they will be serving breakfast pizza. 

 The congregation letter is on hold until after Easter. 

 Jeannie Gregory brought up the issue that some of the Women Serving Christ women should get together and get 
our constitution updated. 

 Closed with the Lords Prayer. 

Attendance -  Jeannie Gregory, Lori Lanczynski, Thelma Parshall, Katie Augustine, Jean Gregory, Mona Jean Allen, 
Priscilla Bleisner, Jean Deveraux, Harriet Kukilis, Terry Barancik, Paula Huggard, Annette Donaldson, Mary Ann Schoch.
(Submitted by: Paula Huggard) 

 Pastor’s Report: The Coordinating council voted to release the following people: Holly Schoch, Ashley Bates, and 
Hector McKinnon. The council also transferred Nick Deming to St. John’s Lutheran in Wauwatosa, WI.  

 Financial Report:  Secretary Joe Donovan reported that offerings are down about $160 per Sunday for this month, 
and we are under by $8,736.00 in offerings for the fiscal year. So far for the first 39 Sundays of this fiscal year, we 
have received $229,652.25 in offerings. Treasurer Bob Wille reported that he is currently holding about $37,000.00 
in unpaid bills. He also reported that he has received $229,652.25 from Joe Donovan and has spent $230,970.58.    

 School Board: Chairman Bill Hedrich reported that students from Zion will be attending a lock-in at Michigan Lu-
theran Seminary. A Tuition Assistance program is being set up by the School Board for families who have trouble 
making tuition payments. The board is also looking to replace the sign in the front of school’s property.    

 Elder’s Board: Chairman Dennis Peters reported that they are calling inactive members and are planning on mak-
ing several home visits in May. Pastor Thomford asked for some time off to assist his father and family with personal 
affairs.  

  Property Board: Chairman Ray Klipper reported that we will have cleanup day on April 13th, 2014.  

 Old Business:  The status of heating and cooling project remains the same as the previous month. There is nothing 
new to report as the council is still looking at several bids on different systems.  

 New Business 

 The Coordinating council spent a great deal of  time discussing how best to repair the church parking lot. The bid to 
replace the parking lot entirely was approximately $50,000. The church council spent time discussing how to make 
temporary repairs to the parking lot until funds could be raised to replace the parking lot entirely. Joe Donovan will 
come with some new bids about temporary parking lot repairs at the next meeting. 

 The Elders made a salary recommendation to keep the salary code the same as the previous year, but made a note 
that called workers should receive credit for their years of service.  

 The Coordinating council also discussed the budget for the upcoming year. They voted to propose a budget of 
$274,577 for 2014-2015 fiscal year, which is approximately $4,000 less that the budget for 2013-2014. It will be pre-
sented to the voters on Sunday, June 8, 2014 at the Annual Meeting, where a meal will be provided.  

 The council gave Pastor Thomford permission to get rid of the old confirmation picture cases on a “first-come, first-
serve” basis.  

 The church council is also looking into starting an online giving program. Joe Donovan is going to talk to Community 
State Bank for those people who would like to make their donations electronically to either church or school.  

 The Annual Report will be started soon, so officers are asked to get their reports to the office by May 1, 2014.  

 The Michigan District Convention will be held at MLS from Monday, June 9—Friday, June 11, 2014. Zion is looking 
for a lay delegate to represent our congregation and attend with Pastor Thomford and Mr. Augustine.    

 (Submitted by: Ralph Borucki)          
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT—MAY 2014 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY NEWS  

Multi-Language Publications (MLP) is a program of the WELS Board for World Missions. It assists in the production of 
confessional Christian literature and media in a multitude of languages. We want many more people throughout the 
world to come to faith in Jesus as their crucified and risen Lord and Savior and thus have the promise of eternal life.  
 
The World Mission Collection at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary now contains nearly 2,500 titles in 65 languages. The 
MLP Catalog lists more than 700 titles in 45 languages. More than two million items are in print. Over 730,000 copies of 
Bible Teachings Distance learning programs have been distributed in 12 languages. Distance learning programs have 
reached in excess of 60,000 people in South Asia and Latin America. MLP is researching and developing ways to distrib-
ute publications in digital form. Our materials go into many countries where our missionaries are not welcome.  
 
Please remember to pray for the safety of missionaries around the world, all those who reach 
out with the Gospel through ESL classes, for technological advances that help multi-
language ministries, and graduates of our schools!  
 
Almighty and eternal God, enable those who do not acknowledge Christ to receive the truth 
of the gospel. Help us, your Church, to grow in love for you and for one another, so that we 
become more perfect witnesses of your love for all people. Amen.  
 - Paul Hartman, Multi-Language Publications 

Of all the things that I am thankful for about my wife, I mostly appreciate her spirit of contentment.  It has come to my 
attention that not all women are satisfied to drive used cars or live in houses without cable, but thankfully mine is.  This 
simple trait of contentment should not be underappreciated as financial disputes are the leading cause for divorce in 
America, according to financial author and radio talk show host Dave Ramsey.  Material possessions are blessings, but 
can also be a source of conflict if not seen as such. 
 I am appreciative of the Lutheran school that our church as provided over the past thirty years.  Parents who 
volunteer, students who are respectful, and teachers who are hard-working and love their students are not easily found, 
but Zion has been blessed with all of the above.  Our school is a diamond in the rough, and I rejoice for all who help us in 
this mission. 
 With so much to be thankful for, why do we grumble?  Humans can become discontent at the slightest provoca-
tion. Personally, it is my nature to be discontent, and I easily am frustrated with occasional misbehavior by students, les-
sons which don't go as I had dreamed, or enrollment numbers which don't set records.  These thoughts can be toxic and 
blinding.   
 As a husband, teacher, and principal I am prone to discontent. The devil works to convince me that people or 
things are not blessings in my life, but challenges. The words of Ecclesiastes 5 help me at times like these.  “When God 
gives anyone wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them...this is a gift of God” (Ecc. 5:19). 
 Let us see the blessings which surround us, and when material possessions start to interfere with our thinking, 
return to the Word and recall that we already have everything – we have eternal life through Jesus' sacrifice. Our discon-
tent nailed Him to the cross, but His amazing love triumphed and gives us more than enough to keep us content forever 
in heaven. 
 Let's thank God for the families at our school, and the strength of our student body.  We are bound together with 
the Holy Scripture and we rejoice in our duty to study it daily.  Thank you for your continued prayers and support. 

News from Zion Lutheran School is shown below 
Hosting Track Meet – On Friday, May 16 our school will be hosting a track meet in Saginaw for 10 local Lutheran 

grade schools.  We are looking for volunteers to help keep stats and run the concession stand.  Contact Mr. 
Augustine if you are willing/able to help. 

Tuition Assistance – The Board of Education has recently created a tuition program for Zion Lutheran School fami-
lies who may have trouble paying tuition due to financial hardship.  This new fund is separate from the Scholar-
ship fund at church which is used to help MLS and MLC students.  The Tuition Assistance program will be avail-
able for families at the beginning of next school year, but funds can be donated now by contacting Mr. Augustine 
or a Board of Education member. 

Meetings with Christ – The Future of Education committee, which is made up of several men from Zion and also 
Christ in Oakley, has continued conversations about the possibility of improving our schools by way of merger.  
The meetings occur every two months and are going well.  No proposal has been written for the voters at this 
time, but we hope that in the coming months we will be able to present something to our congregations for vote. 

(Submitted by: Matthew Augustine) 



 MAY 2014 ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL NEWS  PAGE  4 

SPRING CLEAN-UP 
(Moved to Rain Date) 

On Sunday, May 4th, 2014, we 
will hold our annual church and 
school Clean Up Day.  Please 

bring your rakes, shovels, 
brooms, and cleaning supplies. We want to clean 

the outdoor grounds at church and school. We 
hope to do some indoor cleaning at church as 

well.  We will start our cleaning day at 1:00 
pm.  Remember the more help, the faster we finish 
and the more beautiful the buildings and grounds 

will look.   
 

At 4:00 p.m. we will stop work and have a tail-
gate party at Zion Lutheran School.  A meal of 

brats, hotdogs, and soup will be served at 4:00 p.m. 
at the school pavilion.  If you would like to help do-

nate food or other items, please contact Pastor 
Thomford. 

 

2014 Cardinal Sports Camps 
 

June 12 & 13: Boys’ Football   
All Grades   5:30-8:30 p.m. 
June 16:  Boys’ Basketball  
Grades 5-7  9:00 a.m. –4:00 p.m. 
June 18: Girls’ Basketball 
Grades 5-7 9:00 a.m. –4:00 p.m. 
June 19: Girls’ Basketball 
Grades 7-9 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.  

 
Applications are available at Zion Lutheran School 

and MLS.   
For more information: M.LS, 2777 Hardin, 

Saginaw, MI 48602  989-793-1887 
dpl@mlsem.org 

 

Russel Dones  5/1 
Vickie Klipper  5/2 
Mary Lynn Jordan  5/4 
Wendy Neumeyer  5/4 
Alexander Agnew  5/5 
Bradley Agnew  5/5 
Harriet Kukulis  5/6 
Martha Schulz  5/6 
Lane Miller  5/8 
Nicholas Archibald  5/9 
Loretta Wille  5/9 
Michelle Spolarich  5/10 
Laura Schoch  5/10 
Lucas Jensen  5/13 
Joselyn  5/17 
Emmendorfer  

May Birthdays 

 

Yvonne Neumeyer  5/17 
Ronald Palmer  5/17 
Bill Hedrich  5/18 
Clifton Deming  5/19  
Mary Burk  5/20 
Caleb Wyant  5/22 
Sarah Wyant  5/22 
Rhonda Bleisner  5/23 
Cynthia Cicalo  5/23 
Ian Coon  5/25 
Slade List  5/26 
Christine Roach  5/26 
Tom Sevech  5/27 
Michael Cicalo I  5/28 
Tyler Newman  5/29 
Joan Rieder  5/31 

MICHIGAN LUTHERAN SEMINARY  
NEWS 

May Anniversaries 

No May Anniversaries to report.  
 
If your birthday or anniversary was not listed in 

the May issue of the Newsletter, it means we 
don’t have that information in our computer.  If 
we missed anyone, we apologize.  Please con-

tact the church office with the appropriate infor-
mation and we will gladly update our records. 

Thank you!    

NORTHWESTERN PUBLISHING HOUSE NEWS 
The difficulties of life often lead to questions that challenge our faith and cause sleepless nights. Find 

your answers along with guidance to share God’s wisdom and defend your faith in  
Your Questions, Scripture’s Answers (BU1500776, $19.99), by John Brug.  

To order, call 1-800-662-6022 or visit www.nph.net. An e-book edition is also available at ama-
zon.com/kindle or barnesandnoble.com/nook 
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WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
Congregational Mission Offerings  

March 2014 Comparison with 2013 

MICHIGAN DISTRICT 
Congregational Mission Offerings 

 March 2014 Comparison with 2013 

0

500,000

1,000,000

1,500,000

2,000,000

2,500,000

3,000,000

3,500,000

4,000,000

4,500,000

Jan Mar May July Sept Nov

2013

2014

Subscription

The synod has received $4,009,995 to date ($4,030,238 in 2013; 
$4,056,258 subscribed in 2014). 
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The Michigan District has remitted $455,497 to date ($364,360 in 
2013; $414,971 subscribed in 2014). 

FUND SUMMARY ANALYSIS  
FEBRUARY 2014 

 $       26,716.61  March 2014 offerings 

 $       (716.00) 

minus memorials and 
other non-budget  
offerings 

 $       26,000.61  
offerings to pay 2013-
14 budget 

 $        5,200.00  
offerings/week 5  
Sundays 

 $        5,360.00  
offerings/week needed 
to pay budget  

 $          (160.00) 
Under needed/week in 
March 2014 

YEAR TO DATE OFFERINGS 
 

 $     229,452.25  
July 1, 2013 through 
March 31, 2014 

 $      (29,143.00) 

minus memorials and 
other non-budget  
offerings 

 $     200,309.25  
offerings to pay 2013-
14 budget 

 $        5,136.00  
offerings/week 39 Sun-
days 

 $       (5,360.00) 
minus needed to meet 
budget 

 $          (224.00) under budget/week 

 $       (8,736.00) 
under budget for 39 
Sundays 

FINANCIAL NEWS 

Parking Lot Fund:  $2,254 

These funds are held by the church treasurer in the Me-
morial Account.   This fund was started by the congrega-
tion to save money for paving the  school parking lot and 
then repaving the church parking lot.  Contributions to this 
fund may be made by placing an envelope in the Sunday 
offering plate marked  “Parking Lot Fund.” 

Building Fund:  $11,395.57 
These funds are held by the church treasurer in the Me-
morial Account.  It was originally started by the Zion Edu-
cation League (Zion School’s parent-teacher organiza-
tion) to save money for building gymnasium/cafeteria fa-
cilities at Zion Lutheran  School.  Contributions to this 
fund may be made by placing an envelope in the Sunday 
offering plate marked “Building Fund.”  

Offerings 
 
March 26, 2014  $820.00 (Wed. Lenten Vespers) 
March 30, 2014  $4,559.29 
April 2, 2014  $1,127.00 (Wed. Lenten Vespers) 
April 6, 2014  $ 5,683.48   
April 9, 2014  $755.00 (Wed. Lenten Vespers) 
April 13, 2014  $8091.36  
April 17, 2014  $810.04 (Maundy Thursday) 
April 18, 2014  $1,263.25 (Good Friday, 1:00) 

April 18, 2014  $299.05 (Good Friday, Evening) 
April 20, 2014   $5,637.00  (Easter) 
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AREA WELS NEWS 

Speaking Up ... 
for our Pregnancy Counseling Cen-
ters in Flint & Saginaw, informing 
and urging members of WELS and 
ELS congregations to continue their 
support of this ministry with their 
prayers, their participation, and their 
financial gifts. 

 

“A farmer went out to sow his seed ...” 
 

 A farmer would never think of planting his seed 
year-around.  But happily, the “seed” pictured in our Lord's 
parable can be planted at any time.  So that's what the 
dedicated staff at our Pregnancy Counseling Centers in 
Flint and Saginaw do. Throughout this past year they: 

 shared God's love with 304 clients 

 shared the Law & Gospel with 486 clients 

 shared God's Word on chastity with 325 clients 

 shared God's Word on baptism with 439 clients 
and distributed 124 Bibles. 
 

 The planting has been done.  A harvest has been 
promised. Prayers to a gracious God are on-going. Please 
remember us in your prayers! 
 

Thank You, Lord!  Thank You!  Thank You! 
 

1985:Saginaw Center opened in rented space on South 

Michigan. 

1996: Flint Center opened in rented space on Court Street. 

2010: Our Saginaw Center moved to a donated building on 
Gratiot. Donated labor and generous gifts meant the esti-
mated $33,000 in renovation costs were able to be met 
without borrowing!  
 
2013: Our Flint Center purchased space in a professional 
complex on Miller Road for $65,000.  A 15-year, fixed-rate 
loan was obtained from LACE at 5.75% with NO down pay-
ment!  (That rate has since dropped to 4.75% because of 
designated investments.)  If God wills, by 2026, our previ-
ous rental payment of  $950/month will retire the mortgage 
and we will own the condo outright. 

 

Our New Points Program 
 
 Modeled after other “Earn While You Learn” pro-
grams, our PCC Points Program encourages clients to dig 
deeper into God's Word using a series of Bible-based, self-
study books produced by the WELS Multi-Language Publi-
cations.  

Clients complete their study at home and then bring the 
book back to discuss whatever they did not understand 
with a counselor.  Together they also work through a 'final 
test' so the counselor can reinforce newly-learned truths 
and correct lingering misconceptions 
 
 Last year the Saginaw Center gave out more than 
480 of these study guides.  At $1.50@ that mounts up, 
but counselors and clients alike are excited by the many 
meaningful conversations and teachable moments that 
have resulted.  It's especially heartwarming to see the 
light of understanding dawn when a precious Bible truth 
registers with a client for the first time.   
 
 The Points Program is optional, but those who 
participate can earn 5 points for every study they com-
plete.  The points accumulate and can eventually be re-
deemed for some very desirable items such as: gas 
cards, new baby clothes, toiletries, laundry detergent, 
potty chairs, high chairs, and even a pack-n-play.  Now 
you know why those same items continue to reappear on 
our PCC Wish List!  
 

Our Adopted 2014 Budget 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice:  No salaries are budgeted because none 
are paid!  

 
 

Please keep the Flint and Saginaw Pregnancy 
Counseling Centers in your prayers as they reach 

out to souls with God’s Word.  
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ZION LUTHERAN SCHOOL NEWS 

SCHOOL PLAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year’s school play is going to be Fat, Fat Jehoshaphat, and it will be held on Wednesday, May 
14, 2014, at 7:00 pm at the Peet Center in Chesaning. It’s a children’s musical that comically re-
counts the reign of King Jehoshaphat, and how he helped the Israelites remember the power of 

prayer. A dessert reception will follow the play. Contact the school office at 989-845-2877 if you are 
interested in volunteering for this event! 

CHURCH & SCHOOL PICNIC 
The church/school picnic is scheduled for noon 

on June 1st, 2014 at Zion Lutheran School’s pavil-
ion. Please bring a dish to pass (and some sunny 
weather!) Drinks will be provided. Hope to see you 

there! 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
Just a reminder that, due to the many snow days 

experienced this past winter, the last day of school 
has been changed. Zion’s last day of classes be-

fore summer break is now Thursday, June 5, 
2014.  

SAVE THE DATE! 
KICKIN’ IT WITH JESUS SOCCER CAMP 

AUGUST 4th-August 8th, 2014 
It’s time to start thinking about soccer camp again! Every year, this is a wonderful opportunity for Zion to 
reach out to un-churched children in the area. Children enjoy five mornings of soccer games, drills, pop-

sicles, Bible stories, and fun with new friends. All children ages 4-12 are welcome. The cost is $13 per child, 
and each child receives a customized “Kickin’ It With Jesus” T-shirt along with an-

other gift that has yet to be determined (in past years students have also received a 
new soccer ball or a metal water bottle). So numbers can be anticipated more ac-
curately, it’s always easier for those planning if children sign up ahead of time. For 
more information, call the school office at 989-845-2377. Put it on your calendar, 
tell your friends, and plan on joining us to “kick it” with Jesus and Zion Lutheran 

School from August 4th-August 8th this summer! 

NEW SERVICE TIMES FOR SUMMER 
Please mark on your calendars that our summer service schedule will begin at the end of 
May. Starting on Sunday, May 25, there will be no coffee hour or Sunday School. Instead 
of second service beginning at 10:30 am, it will begin at 10:00 am. Additionally, week-
night services will be offered during summer months on Monday nights at 7:00 pm for 
those that are out of town. Monday services will always repeat the previous Sunday’s ser-
mon. On both Memorial Day and Labor Day, services will be held on the Tuesday after 
the holiday at 7:00 pm. Thank you! 
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